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Delicious new chlorophyll* chewing gum 
banishes breath odors from such causes as 

Onions, Garlic, Smoking, Alcohol 

CLORETS was cre a ted to do one 

thing, one thing only . . • make your 

brea t h "Kissing S weet". This delicious 

n e w c hewing gum is rich i n chloro­

phyll, that m a gical green purifier. 

EFFECTIVE! you'll fin d CLORET S t h e 
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ben e fits of c hlor ophy ll. For all y ou 

n eed do is che w CLORETS a nd in 

MAKE THIS 
BREATH TEST 

Eat onions. Chew 
CLOR ETS. Hear your 
best f riend say: 

seconds your b r eath become s "Kiss­
ing S w eet", even a fter smoking, 

drinking or eating onions. 

DELICIOUS ! CLORETS are super rich 

in chloroph yll. Y e t this gum is so 
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CONVENIENT ! Keep CLOR ETS in p o c k e t 
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"Your b reath is 
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ACTIVE ING{l(OifNr CHUJllOPHYLUN 

• Water soluble chlorophyll factort 
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I dreamed I went 

to the races in my 

malde'!f rm Ora 
Who needs a racing form! My Maidenform is a sur~ 

thing to win a fabulous figure .. . keeps me so 

beautifully in place (too bad it can't show!) I've 

got the lift of my lifetime now . . . I really picked a 

winner in my sleek, shapely Maidenform ! 

The dream of a bra: Maidenform's new Etude• with tic-tac-to& 
stitching. White broadcloth or nylon taffeta . .. from $2.00. 
Send for free style booklet, Maiden Form, N.Y. 16 

There is a ma1(/c~rm for every type of figure. 
e "(Q, U.S, PA.T, Of,., @ l~S2 M.AIOEH FORM BRA.SS1£AE CO. , INC, 
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(A) Rich Rose Fresco nylon 
lace trims this slip and forms 
a cut-out me dallion on the 
bodice. Cool, white rayon 
crepe; also pink, block or 
navy. About $4. 
(B) Matching white gown with 
medallion on midriff. Also in 
pink or blue. About $6. 
(C) Cool, white rayon crepe 
with self flounce, eyelet em­
broidered. lace and eyelet 
on the bodice. About $4. 

For noml! of your slorl! wrill! 
W1!il-Kolt1!r Mfg. Co. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

. with Nylon Lace by North American Lace Co. 

LIFE'S REPORTS 

PICTURE OF "SAUCERS" was submitted to LIFE by reader of April 7 ar­
ticle. But geophysicist has established it as a special type of cloud formation. 

SAUCER REACTIONS 
They range from plausible theories to nonsense 

by ROBERT E. GINNA JR. 
The April 7, 1952 issue of LIFE, in which Bradford Darrach and I ex­
amined " the case for flying saucers," provoked a tremendous barrage 
of letters. Some have been nonsensical, some philosophical, some haYe 
contained provocative and plausible theories. Not only has the story 
prompted an unprecedented response from the readers, but more and 
more lellers are still coming in. 

Many readers are apparently resigned to visitations from space al­
ready and expect a landing momentarily. "We should start construc­
tion of a suitable landing field for them," declared one reader. Others 
believe flying saucers to be far more than a study for scientists. "God 
is trying to tell the wor~d something," says one reader. Another adds 
darkly, " He has sent the final sign . . .. " 

From the chief of the U.S. Air Force's saucer-investigating proj ect 
the ar ticle brought a note of appreciation for helping their investiga­
tions. "A considerable number of observers have written to us with 
valuahle information," he wrote, "because they were encouraged by 
the LIFE article." And the further reports that have since come in will 
continue to help the project. One in particular concerns the celebrated 
"Lubbock Lights," which LIFE reporred as having been seen racing 
frequently over Lubbock, Texas. The professors who saw them as­
sumed the altitude was 50,000 feet, noted their rate of change was 30° 
of arc per second, and accordingly estimated the lights' speed at 18,000 
mph. Now Dr. R. S. Underwood, of the Department of Mathematics 
at Texas Technological College,-has written Lim that he was able to 
triangulate them on a September night last year and concluded that 
their alti tude was about 2,100 feet. This means that th e lights' speed 
was about 750 mph-a piece of information that may bring the Air 
Force one more solid piece of evidence. 

Another contribution was in the form of a series of photographs 
which Robert Retzinger took near Palm Springs, Calif. las t March. 
Dr. Ronald Ives, distinguished geophysicist of Cornell Aeronautical 
Laboratory, studied the pictures and concluded that they showed the 
generation of a Cumulus lenticularis, or lens-shaped cloud. This type 
of cloud, common in the area, is formed when compressed and heated 
air pushes up moist air so that it condenses into lens-shaped clouds. 
The clouds are often sheared into sections by higher winds, as can be 
seen in the picture at the top of the page. It is easy Lo see how a cloud 
like this, reflecting the lights below, might be taken for a flying saucer. 

There was, of course, a minority of readers who dissented from the 
conclusions in the article. Some still argued that the saucers were super­
secret U.S. weapons; L1FE's article had dismissed this argument on the 
ground that the government would hardly· allow one branch of the 
service to spend vast sums of money on a saucer investigation which 
would have the primary effect of fooling another government branch 
even more completely than the enemy. Others maintained that the 
evidence was not precise enough , although the article had pointed out 

CONTINUED O N PAGE 2:l 
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Electri& 
Drill 

AC-DC motor. 
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and the " new e a sy -
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Bench-Type Saw 
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ting. Working surface 
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Drill-Saw att achment for cross-cutting a.nd 
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for drill ing . sanding , polishing, mixing, etc. Also H ori­
:.011ta l Drill Stand for bench work. U. L. Lis ted. Model 
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Seo them o f your dealer. Also other PET 14", 
¥a", and Y2" electric drills, grinders, point spray­
ers, polishers, sanders ete. Wrile for catalog on 
complete line of PET Hi-Power ancl Zephyr tools. 

PORTABLE ELECTRIC TOOLS, INC 
349 West 83rd Street, Chicago 20, Ill. 

fn Canada: Portable Electric Tools, ltd., 
369 Danforth Road, Toronto 13, Ontario 

Own 0 CHRIS-CRAFT ... on!y s45, 

$809-Spacious 21-ft. E'xpress Cruiser Kit Boal 

Assemble a Chris-Craft Boat Kit : many models, 
8' tbru 81', as low as $45 (for 8-ft. Pram Kit) . 
Precut PhHippine Mahogany parts, Fir marine­
plywood panels; brass screws ; instructions. 
Write for FREE catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 
Kit oric~s qooted t.o.b. factory, aobject to change w ithout noti~e. 

Chris-Craft Corporation, Algonac, Mich. 
WORLD"S LARGEST BUILDERS OF MOTOR BOATS 

0 

"MI RAGE" occurs when light on 
land is reflected by air surfaces and 
made to appear as a bigger light in 
sky. But this phenomenon would 
explain only a few saucer sightings. 

LIFE'S REPORTS CONTINUED 

that nearly all the people who 
made the measurements LIFE re­
ported were experienced observ­
ers. In any case, out of the more 
than 800 reports in the Air Force 
files, too many are t oo convinc­
ing to be brushed off. 

It is only natural that many 
theories about the nature and 
modus operandi of the flying sau­
cers have been offered since the 
article appeared. The greatest 
t emptation, of course, is to ex­
plain them by attributing the 
evidence to natural phenomena. 
And one of the most interesting 
of the natural phenomena the­
ories is that of Frank Bryan, a 
geologist of Groesbeck, Texas. 
He points out that great strata 
of air of different temperatures 
- i.e., inversion layers-occur 
over the flat, arid plain s of West 
Texas and southeast New Mex­
ico known as the Llano Estaca­
da. It is Mr. Bryan's theory that 
mirages are caused when light 
is reflected from an inversion 
layer as from a great mirror. 
Actuall y most authorities 
agree that mirages are caused 
by refraction or bending of the 
light through the layer and over 
the horizon as if by a series of 
prisms. At any rate, Mr. Bryan 
believes that such a layer may 
be like rolling waves, with con­
cave undersurfaces, which act 
as reflectors, catching and mag­
nifying the images of certain 
light sources on the ground or 
in the sky. 

The theory is not a new one; 
it was mentioned in the April 7 
article. But because it sounds so 
convincing, the reflection and 
refraction th eory has become an 
extremely popular one with cer­
tain of those people who are not 
yet prepared to believe the evi­
dence of flying saucers. 

LIFE took the reflection theo­
ry to Dr. Ronald Ives, the Cor­
nell geophysicist who recognized 
the lens-shaped cloud shown on 
page20. Dr. Ives is also one of the 
nation' s outstanding authori­
ties on mirages and has spent 
many years in the areas of the 
Southwest where the reports of 

CO NTI NUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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"Just because you're not an active athlete, 
don't be fooled! Every healthy male perspires every 
day, and that means you risk offending! The answer? 
It's Mennen Spray Deodorant for Men. I keep 
a couple of bottles handy . .. one ,at home, 
one in the locker room." 
Men - here's the pitch! Mennen is the only leading 
spray deodorant with all these qualit~es men want! 
It's longer-lasting, thanks to Permatec. Crisp - not 
strongly perfumed. A cinch to use - "Just squeeze -
it sprays!" Check below, and know the score! 

Deodorant Scoreboard ... Compare the Leading Sprays! 

Checks 
Special Special 

Type af Deadarizing Drying 
Perspiration Agent* Agent Scent BRAND 

YES YES YES 
Crisp 
Masculin e MENNEN 

YES NO NO Sweet 
Perfume SPRAY B 

YES NO NO Sweet 
Perfume SPRAY C 

* Permatec 

P.S. -to -fh<J. lad;e~: 
Buy him his first bottle! 

MErtrtEn 
~pray QgQdorant 

FOR Men 
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LIFE'S REPORTS CONTINUED 

flying saucers have been most 
frequent. He makes clear that he 
has not seen a flying saucer him­
self, but he is convinced that re­
flections or refractions of even 
the most remarkable nature will 
not satisfactorily account for 
many of the sightings. 

Dr. Ives points out that the 
reflectivity of temperature dis­
parities in the air is so slight 
(much less than 1 %) that it re­
duces the intensity of the light 
source to a negligible degree­
far less bright than the brilliant­
ly luminous objects that have so 
frequently been seen. Mr. Bryan 
and a few other dissenters have 
speculated that these inversion 
layers may ripple along like the 
surface of a lake, catching the 
light from some source like a 
headlight and making the image 
appear to race across the sky. But 
Dr. Ives notes that this would re­
quire ideal circumstances. First, 
assuming that the reflectivity of 
the layer were great (and it is 
known to be small) and that a 
concave reflector effect could be 
achieved by an exact curving of 
the layer, the "saucer" would 
not race by the viewer; it would 
give an instantaneous flash, and 
then disappear as soon as the ob­
serverorligh tsourcemoved. The 
intensely bright light and regu­
lar maneuverings of some sau­
cers sighted cannot very well be 
explained by refraction either. 

Strange reflections or refrac­
tion mirages have undoubted­
ly been responsible for a certain 
number of flying sau cer tales, 
but it is inconceivable that they 
could satisfactorily explain the 
10 sightings that LIFE reported 
in detail, or most of the still 
unsolved sightings in the Air 
Force's bulging files . 

• 
The number of reports of new 

flying saucers did not increase 
after the LIFE article, but it has 
not diminished either. Newspa­
pers have since carried the news 
that unidentified, cigar-shaped 
objects have been winging over 
Australia. A similar report came 
from Arizona. The Air Force has 
noted other saucer accounts from 
as far away as Malaya. 

Meanwhile the Air Force is 
continuing its investigation and, 
in fact, is enlarging it- a consid­
erable change of heart from 2Yz 
years ago when the Air Force an­
nounced the project was closed 
and implied that flying saucers 
were nonsense. The extent of re­
newed interest is indicated by 
the fact that Secretary Finletter 
had his first briefing on the sub­
ject by the project officers only 
a few weeks ago. To aid in the 
undertaking LIFE is making its 
widespread news services avail­
able to Air Force Intelligence for 
the gathering of pertinent data. 
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LIFE'S REPORTS CONTINUED 

The most interesting of the 
new reports are accounts of sight· 
ings prior to 1947, when the sau· 
cer epidemic started. Edwin M. 
Hudson, an experienced naviga­
tor who was in the Merchant Ma­
rine during World War II, has 
offered a detailed description of 
a remarkable fireball which he 
observed over Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, in July 1943. His 
description agrees in nearly ev­
eryrespect with the bizarre green 
fireballs seen in the American 
Southwest five years later. As· 
suming that these are not the 
common variety of noisy, hlue­
green meteors, it gives pause 
to those who say that they are 
American or Soviet wea.Pons. It 
seems incredible that our tech­
nology or Russia's could have 
produced them by 1943. 

LIFE readers can aid the search 
for the answer to the mystery 
by reporting the sighting of any 
strange aerial objects to the near­
est Air Force representatives. If 
you possibly can, photograph 
any such object you see. At least 
try to note down all the details 
you can-color, shape, bright­
ness, kind of motion and direc­
tion. If you have time, hold a 
coin out in front of you until it 
just hides the object. Measure 
thedistancefromthecoin to your 
eye. Try to judge the elevation 
of the obj ect by moving the coin 
up to it from the horizon and 
counting how many coin widths 
it takes. Note the object's rela­
tionship to clouds, and what the 
clouds look like, and wheth er the 
objec't passes between or in front 
of any landmarks of a known dis­
tance. Try to time how long it 
takes for the object to pass from 
one point to another on th e ho­
rizon. From such notes the Air 
Force experts may he able to 
make rough but useful determi­
nations of the size, distance and 
speed of the object, all of which 
will help in their effort to find an 
eventual explanation. 

COi N TEST will help make more 
exact sighting. If you hold coin out 
until it hides flying object, the width 
of the coin and its distance to the 
eye will help experts in calculations. 
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